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SUCCESS OWED TO  
PARTNERSHIPS & SPONSORS 

GlassFest took the Corning area by storm in May 2010 as the four-day event 

kicked off its inaugural year. 
 

ñFor its first year, GlassFest 2010 was everything we had hoped it would be and 

more,ò said Coleen Fabrizi, Gaffer District Executive Director.  
 

The four-day celebration of Corningôs rich heritage of glass and the fire arts gave 

visitors something to celebrate on Memorial Day weekend.  People from around the 

country enjoyed hot glass exhibitions in Centerway Square, neon art displays and light 

shows in Riverfront Park, shopping, wine & beer tastings, and several technical and 

historical lecture forums.  World Kitchen led the celebration of Corelleôs 40th birthday 

with an incredible sculpture and store bargains.  And the 40th anniversary of the world-

changing invention of optical fiber showed how dramatically glass has affected our 

lives. 
 

ñThanks to our many partners and the incomparable connections of our friends at The 

Corning Museum of Glass, we were able to offer a variety of opportunities for fun and 

unique experiences around the glass theme,ò said Fabrizi.  ñAnd our sponsors ï particularly our title sponsor Chemung Canal Trust 

Company - not only helped with funding but more importantly came to the table with ideas, help and enthusiasm.ò 
 

Planning is well under way for GlassFest 2011 ï Thurs. May 26 through Sunday, May 29 ï with a first-ever ñFlame-Offò Competition 

adding to the excitement.  See more at www.GlassFest.org or become a fan on Facebook. 
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CORNINGôS 

2010 was a year filled with opportunities to share the best of Corningôs 

Gaffer District with residents and visitors alike!  Although it was a year 

plagued by economic challenges, our business district responded 

tenaciously and creatively. The level of cross-marketing and promoting 

with and among our businesses was at an all-time high in an effort to beat 

the recession.  Our organization continued to dissect and improve existing 

events and launch the inaugural GlassFest which was hailed a great success 

resulting in much anticipation for GlassFest 2011.  We also had the 

pleasure of hosting the Wineglass Marathon in our downtown with record-breaking 

attendance and look forward to the 30th anniversary race in fall 2011. 

 

Equally encouraging was the fact that we have sustained a strong storefront occupancy with 

no reduction in the number of inquiries for space.  It underscores the uniquely appealing 

draw of Corningôs Gaffer District for businesses and consumers. 

An exciting trend in 2010 also included an increase in the number of building 

rehabilitation, façade enhancement and business repositioning efforts.  Each project had a 

positive impact in its immediate block and the District as a whole.   

 

I invite you to check out www.gafferdistrict.com and our Facebook page to be a part of our 

journey in 2011.  

 

 

 

Coleen R. Fabrizi 

Executive Director 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

What a decade of change we saw in our downtown with the close of 2010!  Against a 

backdrop of economic highs and lows, collaborative public and private development drove 

the most significant building revitalization effort in the Gaffer District since the 1972 

flood. 
 

The success of these efforts is due not only to the efforts of those making and enabling the 

investments, but to this community, which has such a sense of pride and ownership for its 

downtown.   
 

   Those who shop, dine and do business in the Gaffer District experience the welcoming 

and personal touch that makes our downtown unique.  And the over 231 businesses in the District give back 

to this community like no other, with donations of goods and services to so many of our areaôs non-profits, 

schools and service groups. 
 

This shared sense of pride that our businesses, residents, and customers enjoy is what keeps the Gaffer 

District vital and enables the investment and improvements described in this annual report.   
 

So if you havenôt seen whatôs new downtown, make a point to wander around soon.  And you can always 

check out events and happenings at www.gafferdistrict.com.     
 

2011 promises even more Gaffer District investment and opportunity with grant-funded projects, several 

large building renovations, and the second annual GlassFest in May.  As you can see, doing business locally 

in your own downtown really does make a difference! 

  

 

 

Chris Sharkey 

President, Board of Directors 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE B OARD PRESIDENT 

Ron Bentley, CEO of Chemung Canal Trust Company,  
cuts the glass ribbon on the Hot Glass Show stage  

at CMoG to launch GlassFest 2010  

Anielloôs Pizzeria 

Backyard Broadcasting 

Bobby K Entertainment 

Bottles & Corks 

Chemung Canal Trust Company 

Connors Mercantile 

Corning Building Company 

Corning Enterprises 

Corning Incorporated (Optical Fiber Division) 

Corning Museum of Glass 

Elmira-Corning Regional Airport 

Elmira Jackals 

Fairfield Inn by Marriott 

Multi Media Services Business Printers 

First Arena 

Gaffer District Business Association 

Guthrie Corning Hospital 

Hard Hit Productions 

Holmesô Plate 54 

Imaginative Manufacturing 

Kevin Harvick Incorporated 

Marich Music 

Michael Orr & Associates 

Nemco Motorsports 

Pembrook Pines Media Group 

Pure Design 

Radisson Hotel Corning 

Silk Limousine 

Sound Communications 

Sprague Insurance 

WETM-TV 

Wegmans 

World Kitchen 

Generous wineries and breweries  
from Finger Lakes Wine Country 
 

TOURISM AND COMMUNITY  

PARTNER AGENCIES 

Corning Area Chamber of Commerce 

Corning-Painted Post Civic  
   Music Association  

Finger Lakes Wine Country 

Steuben County Conference  
   & Visitors Bureau 

171 Cedar Arts Center 

The ARTS Council of the  
   Southern Finger Lakes 

Rockwell Museum of Western Art 

MUNICIPAL AGENCIES A ND SERVICES 

City of Corning 

Steuben County Safety Patrol 

North Corning Fire Department 

South Corning Fire Department 

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS 

Corning Lions Club 

John P. Eaton Post American Legion 

Kiwanis Club 

Marconi Lodge 

RSVP of Steuben County 

Southside Neighborhood Association P8 

CORNINGôS GAFFER DISTRICT WOULD LIKE  
TO THANK THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS : 

http://www.glassfest.org/


 

ñAdvertising is the life of tradeò    

Calvin Coolidge 

One of the Gaffer Districtôs key roles is to help its 

businesses be successful.  By offering co-op 

advertising programs, the Gaffer District encourages 

businesses to advertise by offering more affordable 

options through partnerships with media and tourism 

partners. 
 

In 2010, the number of businesses taking advantage 

of these programs ballooned to 80 ï more than double 

past years!  Six new programs were added in 2010 

and weôre looking for more in 2011! 
 

WETM-TV Seek It Local 

95 the MET WMTT-FM 

Magic-FM WENY-FM 

The Leader  

I-86 Travel Guide 

First Arena & Elmira Jackals 

Corning Palace Theatre 

Finger Lakes Wine Country Magazine 

Corning Area Chamber of Commerce 

REFRESHING 
EVENTS  
IN 2010 

The events and happenings in our downtown are part of what makes 

Corning so unique.  But how to make them feel new and exciting each 

year is the challenge of the Gaffer District events team and its many 

volunteers. 

 

The introduction of GlassFest was 

a great new addition for Memorial 

Day weekend.  But just as 

important were the country music 

focus and Nashville headliner John 

Berry added to Septemberôs Jazz 

& Harvest Festival and the return 

of the canopy of lights over the 

Crystal City Christmas events. 

 

ñWe have to make things new and interesting each year to keep both 

our visitors and area residents coming back,ò said Lin Kotlinski, events 

director.  ñWe welcome the input and 

help we get from so many people and 

businesses to make this happen.ò 

 

Guthrie Corning Hospital has been 

the Events Title Sponsor for five 

years now.  ñWeôre thrilled with 

the work of the Gaffer District to 

look for ways to keep improving 

and enhancing the year-round 

calendar,ò said Shirley Maga¶a, CEO of Corning Hospital.  

SHOW YOUR BADGE EXPANDS  
 

Corningôs Gaffer District continues to strive for opportunities to increase 

awareness of the variety of businesses in its downtown and to promote 

shopping local.  One of the most popular programs linking regional 

consumers to our businesses is the Show Your Badge Program.  

Employees of participating employer groups present their badges at 

select businesses and receive special shopping incentives and 

promotions. 

 

The success of the Show Your Badge Program continued in 2010, 

adding both Corning-Painted Post School District and Dresser-Rand 

(Painted Post Operations) employees to the list of local employees 

enjoying the benefits of the program.  More than 12,000 area workers 

can now take advantage of the program. 
  

Participating groups include: 

Corning Incorporated Employees and Retirees 

Guthrie Health Systems 

Pathways Inc. 

Corning-Painted Post School District 

Dresser-Rand (Painted Post) 

Gaffer District Business Association G.A.P. Members 

Revitalization activities in downtown Corning have 

stimulated a great deal of interest from Gaffer District building owners. The City of 

Corningôs Vital Link streetscape project, renovation plans for the walking bridge, the 

future Transportation Center and the numerous buildings that have received extensive 

renovations through New York Main Street and Restore New York grants have all served 

as a catalyst for development from the private sector. 
 

Considering these revitalization efforts and the increased interest in funding for building 

restoration, the Preservation and Design Work Plan Group launched the new Special 

Round Façade Grant Program.  The Special Round Façade Grant differs from the original 

Façade Program in one way only - higher matching fund limits. This means more help for 

our building owners as they tackle repairs, from repointing brick facades to replacing 

windows and awnings. The new funding program will match, dollar-for-dollar, authorized 

expenses from $250 to $2,000 for approved façade work. 

The Gaffer District leaves its 

mark on Bridge Street 
 

The Northside Revitalization Project was launched 

in 2009 as an education and awareness initiative to 

encourage building and façade restoration utilizing 

the programs offered by Corningôs Gaffer District.   

A record number of business and property owners 

utilized our free design services which include color 

and awning suggestions, façade enhancement 

recommendations and illustrations highlighting the 

potential building transformation.   

In total, eight buildings were given a facelift with 

projects ranging from new signage to total façade 

renovations.  The program push began with a one-

on-one meeting between Northside building owners 

and Director of Preservation and Design, Kristen 

Stewart.  Soon there was an open forum designed 

to reach out to building and property owners from 

the Northside to explain the many services available 

to all business and property owners on the 

Northside.  Since that point the excitement and 

number of projects has continued to grow.   Please 

visit our Northside and enjoy the new look being 

achieved one project at a time.  

Take a step 
back in time  
 

Try out the new Historic 

Walking Tour on Market Street!   
 

 

Introduced in May 2010, the self-

guided tour is accessed easily with 

your cell phone which directs you to 

19 sites along the five block route.   
 

The tour starts with an overview of 

downtown Corning and its rich 

historic heritage by connecting its 

buildings with interesting facts and 

fascinating personal stories from the 

late 19th century.  Each building on 

the tour is highlighted by a circular 

plaque on its façade. 

 

Dedicated to the memory of Mary 

Ann Sprague, the tour uses many of 

the stories collected by her over the 

years.  Her passion for historic 

preservation in Corning makes this 

experience possible. 

 

So the next time you see one of the 

plaques, dial  (607) 376 -5090 

and enjoy the special history of 

Corning!  
 

 

What a Difference in 

11 East Market Street 

Owner Lou Nessle used 

the Gaffer Districtõs Special 

Round Façade Grant 

funding to revitalize his  

buildingõs alley-side 

facade.  
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MIKE MELARO 

DIRECTOR OF 

MARKETING & 

COMMUNICATIONS 

"We knew that not everyone downtown 

would be able to raise the kind of capital 

needed to restore their building facades to 

their original or historical condition," said 

Kristen Stewart, director of preservation 

and design for the district. ñFacade 

improvements are a relatively quick way 

to achieve visible results downtown, and 

adding the availability of matching grants 

of as little as $250 has helped more 

building owners participate.ò 

 

KRISTEN STEWART 

DIRECTOR OF 

PRESERVATION & 

DESIGN 

February 11 Cabin Fever 

May 26-29 GlassFest 

May 30 Memorial Day Parade 

Thursdays - June 9 & 23,  
July  7 & 21, August 4 & 25 

Sound Of Summer 

Every Thursday, June - October Corning Farmers Market 

August 11 Race Fever 

August 13 India Day 

August 31 - September 4 Art of Ferrari 

September 23-24 Jazz & Harvest Festival 

October 2 Wineglass Marathon 

October 23 Apartment Tour 

November 11-13 Holidazzle 

November 17 Northside Tree Lighting 

November 26 Centerway Tree Lighting 

November 26 Parade of Lights 

December 3 Sparkle 

2011 EVENTS SCHEDULE 
For more information about the 2011 events schedule, including 

participation forms and performance schedules, please visit the Gaffer 

Districtôs website at www.gafferdistrict.com.    

LIN KOTLINSKI  

DIRECTOR  OF 

EVENTS 

Brochures are 

available at the 

Information 

Center just off 

Centerway 

Square. 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=5159655&id=48640963292
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=5129497&id=48640963292
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=5129497&id=48640963292


ñIn its inaugural year, GlassFest proved to be a powerful addition to the Gaffer 

Districtôs Event schedule. Glass lovers from all over the world came to celebrate the 

history of the art form Corning, NY is synonymous with.  The interest and enthusiasm 

from the community was great and brought together aficionados and novices alike to 

learn more about the rich history of our area.  We look forward to celebrating glass for 

many years to come in the Crystal City!ò 

 

Michele Donegan 
Radisson Hotel Corning 

ñGlass enthusiasts from all over visited Corning for our new, 

completely unique festival!  There are no other festivals like it - a total 

celebration of all things glass!   As a glass lover, I enjoyed the variety of 

activities and took advantage of many of them.   As a business owner, I was 

excited by the huge influx of customers and the resulting sales. It was one of our 

best weekends of the year.  I can't wait for this year's GlassFest!ò  
 

Pam Weachock 

Market Street Coffee & Tea  

. 

G
L

A
S

S
F

E
S

T
 F

E
E

D
B

A
C

K 

04 CORNINGôS GAFFER DISTRICT :   ANNUAL REPORT 2010  05 CORNINGôS GAFFER DISTRICT :   ANNUAL REPORT 2010  

"Awesome! GlassFest 

sent sales through  

the roof. Our best  

weekend of the year!ò 
 

             Tom Mancuso    

 Market Street Antiques 

ñWhile my family and I missed having 

the LPGA and our favorite golfers in 

Corning, my businesses have never 

seen as vibrant a Memorial Day 

weekend as we recorded with the four 

days of the inaugural GlassFest in 

2010.  Pure Design business órangô  2.5 

times 2009 revenues for the long 

weekend, and Connors Mercantile did 

3 times the sales as 2009 and recorded 

the best results for the month of May in 

its 35 year history!ò   

 

Barry Nicholson 
Owner of  four businesses in   
Corningôs Gaffer District  

Select photos by Matthew Burroughs 


